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Applicants request consideration of the references listed on the attached PTO-I449 forai. 
Under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98 (a)(2)(ii), only copies of foreign patent documents and/or non-patent 
literature are enclosed. Copies of any listed U.S. patents or U.S. patent application publications 
can be provided upon request. 

Applicant notes that EPO 315 362 (reference "AL") is femily to U.S. Patent No. 
4,958,085 (reference "AA") and U.S. Patent No. 5,001,359 (reference "AB"). 

This statement is being filed after a final Office action or a Notice of Allowance, but 
before payment of the issue fee. Each item of information in this statonent, with the exception 
of references "AA" and "AB", (i) was cited in a communication fixjm a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, the communication being dated August 25, 2006, which is not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this statement, and (ii) was not first cited in any 
communication firom a foreign patent office in a counterpart application which was more than 
three months prior to the filing date of this stat«nent. References "AA" and "AB" are English- 
language documents corresponding to reference "AL", and are cited in accordance with MPEP 
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The $ 1 80 late submission fee under §1.1 7(p) is being paid concurrently herewith on the 
Electronic Filing System (EFS) by way of Deposit Account authorization. Please apply any 
other charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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